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Editorial: Has the Countdown to Doha’s Final Chapter Started? 

Trade observers were expecting some positive signs from the bilateral meetings between the U.S. 

and China in Washington under the auspices of the Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade 

(JCCT). The December 13-14 meeting, which involved both countries’ senior agriculture, 

commerce and trade officials, touched on a variety of subjects including China’s alleged currency 

manipulation, clean energy, government procurement and agriculture. On that last issue, the only 

agreement reported was a deal which will see China reopening its meat market (cattle under 30 

months of age and poultry). One surprise was the lack of any mention of sectorals, the current 

sticking point in Geneva and the main issue that has prevented the negotiations from advancing 

lately. It is said that U.S. and Chinese officials will reconvene their discussion the week of January 

3
rd

, ahead of the January 19
th
 Washington visit of Chinese President Hu Jintao. Maybe the issue of 

sectorals will have been addressed by then. 

 

WTO General Council 
As he had done during the last informal meeting of the trade negotiations committee (TNC), Lamy 

told Members attending the December 14
th
 General Council, that “the time has arrived to move 

into real negotiating mode.” 

 

Members are still expecting the 5
th
 revision of the modalities to be released “towards the end of the 

first quarter of 2011” as a result of a “chair-driven bottom-up” approach that would involve not 

only negotiators and Geneva-based ambassadors, but also senior officials from Members’ capitals 

to whom Lamy urged to translate the right political signals received recently from the G-20 into a 

deal that all Members’ respective parliaments could ratify. 
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Once the revised texts are tabled, Members will collectively figure out when the time is right to enter the horizontal 

process i.e. discussions on trade-offs between sectors. 

 

Lamy intends to convene a Green Room on January 26
th
, before leaving for Davos (ministerial gathering scheduled for 

January 30) where a first evaluation of the new intensive programme would take place. It is believed that if, by the end of 

January, the negotiations have not delivered the type of progress Members are looking for, then the Davos ministerial 

could be transformed into a meeting that would redefine the objective going forward. Lamy intends to debrief the full 

Membership at an informal TNC on February 2, 2011. 
 

In the meantime, he urged all negotiators to be prepared “to move out of their comfort zones towards agreement.”  

 

“At this stage it is not enough to have answering machines around the table,” he said. “There can no longer be a priori red 

lines.”  

 

Easier said than done, one could say, given some key countries’ (U.S., Brazil, China and India) conditional requirements 

to move towards an agreement. 

 

NAMA Agenda 
In line with the intensive work programme for 2011 (proposed by the chairs of the negotiating groups and Lamy, and 

endorsed by delegations at the TNC and the General Council), NAMA chair, Luzius Wasescha, suggested the following 

organization of work for the weeks of January 17, 2011. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 G-5 Ministerial Meeting, Date TBC, Brussels (Belgium),  

 Rules, Trade Facilitation, Trade and Environment, TRIPS and Development groups, January 10, 2011 
 Agriculture, NAMA and Services Negotiating Group Meeting, January 17, 2011 

 World Economic Forum, January 26–30, 2011, Davos (Switzerland)  

 Informal Trade Negotiations Committee, February 2, 2011 

 2
nd

 Agriculture Negotiating Group Meeting, Early February 2011 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, March 31, 2011; June, September and November 2011 

 Revised Draft Modalities Texts, End of March 2011  

 G-20 Summit on Agriculture, June 2011, Paris (France) (TBC) 

 WTO Ministerial Conference (MC8), December 15-17, 2011 

 

 

 

The week will start with an open-ended transparency session on the afternoon of January 17
th
.  

 

The proposed agenda is to report on any developments since the last NAMA week and consideration of new 

documentation that Members would like to be taken into account.  

 

This will be followed by a Room D session immediately after the opening session to discuss the conformity assessment 

and international standards in the on-going Non-Tariff Barriers discussion. 

 

Room D sessions are expected to continue all day on January 18
th
 to discuss the textile labelling proposal, the chemicals, 

electronics and auto proposals and the Non-Tariff Barriers Framework.  

 

Wasescha will convene a closing session for transparency purposes the afternoon of January 20
th
. 

 

It is expected that Agriculture negotiations chairman, David Walker will adopt a similar structure for his negotiating 

group i.e. starting with an open-ended on January 17 followed by Room E sessions involving about 40 delegations 

throughout the week with a closing session on Friday, January 21
st
. 

 

Senior officials will likely take over the week of the 24
th
. Lamy will hold a Green Room meeting on January 26

th
 to 

prepare for the Davos mini-ministerial (January 30) and another informal TNC on February 2, 2011. 

 

Geneva Watch is published by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,  
Egg Farmers of Canada, Turkey Farmers of Canada and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers to report  
on the various events occurring in Geneva, particularly on the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
 
For more information or comments, please visit:  

www.dairyfarmers.ca, www.chicken.ca, www.eggs.ca, www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca, www.cbhema.com.  
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