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Editorial: Still Up in the Air 
The much awaited informal meeting of the trade negotiations committee (TNC) did not provide 

additional clarity as to when exactly Members plans to hold the next ministerial meeting to 

hammer out the Doha Round modalities. This because, as it stands for now, there could be two 

interpretations of G-20 leaders’ directives made in Seoul last November – “We recognize that 

2011 is a critical window of opportunity, albeit narrow, and that engagement among our 

representatives must intensify and expand.” – WTO’s Director General Pascal Lamy reads that as 

completing the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) by 2011, which in turn commands modalities 

to be agreed on by June to allow 6-7 months to complete and verify Members’ schedules.  Others, 

meanwhile, do not see a deadline in that declaration which, they say, may also suggest completing 

modalities by the end of 2011, providing negotiators with more time to figure out how to achieve 

that feat before taking on the finalization and verification of scheduling in 2012.          

 

Informal Trade Negotiations Committee 
On November 30

th
, WTO’s Director General, Pascal Lamy convened an informal TNC 

meeting where he told Members that they have now received the green light and positive 

political signals to advance the negotiations and that the upcoming year was the window to 

achieve this goal. The strategy going forward remains the same i.e. continuing with the so-called 

Cocktail Approach, consisting of small group and bilateral meetings coupled with Lamy-led 

initiatives with the negotiating groups becoming the focus of the negotiations under the lead of 

their respective Chairman.  
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Members adopted a new work programme for the next four months that seeks to involve both ambassadors and senior 

officials on a regular basis and which was detailed as follows: 

 

1. December: negotiating groups will continue activities complemented by small group consultations (essentially 

Agriculture week next week, Trade Facilitation and General Council on Dec 14-15)  

2. January 10: Negotiating groups meetings to resume with Rules, Trade Facilitation, Trade and Environment, 

trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights (TRIPS) and Development groups.  

3. January 17: Dispute Settlement , Services, NAMA (non-agricultural market access) and Agriculture 

4. Intensive negotiation across the board to continue as long as it takes to build the basis for revised texts. 

 

If progress is to be made in the negotiations, Members need a clear sense of urgency to be applied to the negotiations, 

Lamy said. Taking into consideration that the finalization and verification of Members’ schedules of commitments would 

likely take 6-7 months, Lamy suggested that Members work with the objective to table revised draft modalities texts in 

all areas of the Doha Development Agenda by the end of the first quarter of 2011.  

 

Because there was no consensus on how to read leaders’ declaration, Lamy’s statement does not mention when a 

ministerial meeting would be called to hammer out modalities. He said intensive negotiation across the board will 

continue as long as it takes to build the basis for revised texts. 

 

Senior officials will likely meet in Davos, Switzerland to prepare the mini-ministerial that will take place there, one EU 

official said. It is believed that, if by then, the negotiations have not delivered the type of progress Members are looking 

for then the Davos ministerial could be transformed into a meeting that would redefine the objective going forward. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 OECD Global Forum on Agriculture, November 29-30, 2010, Paris (France)  

 Informal Trade Negotiations Committee, November 30 

 Agriculture Consultations, Week of December 6, 2010 

 General Council, December14-15, 2010  

 G-5 Ministerial Meeting (Brussels (Belgium), Date TBC) 

 NAMA Negotiating Group, January 17, 2011 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, March 31, 2011; June, September and November 2011 

 Revised Draft Modalities Texts, April 2011  

 G-20 Summit on Agriculture, June 2011 Paris (France) (TBC) 

 WTO Ministerial Conference (MC8), December 15-17, 2011  

 

 

 

 

Some, like the U.S. and Bolivia, have clearly voiced their concern with respect to setting deadlines to achieve agreements, 

which may explain why Lamy outlined a work programme that only roughly takes into account the first quarter of next 

year. “At the right moment we will also need to develop more of a global sense of what the final package will contain,” 

Lamy also said.  

 

“I sense that issues are no longer confined to silos: as is to be expected, and indeed hoped, there are inter-linkages which 

are starting to appear and these will have to be properly addressed and negotiated when the time is ripe,” he said making 

reference to the horizontal process  where discussions on tradeoffs between sectors will take place. 

 

“How, where and when to do this is not something we need to decide now; I believe it will become clearer in the light of 

the substantive progress in the Negotiating Groups.” In other words Members will collectively decide when the time is 

right to engage in a horizontal process (whether that be at the senior officials’ level or at the ministerial level). 

 

To Bolivia’s point, past deadlines did not help move the talks forward as was demonstrated in July 2008. However, 

although everybody agreed that the talks have to remain driven by substance, one official who participated in the meeting 

stressed that pressuring delegates can sometimes help push things ahead.  

 

Simply put: for Lamy, if Members wants to follow through on what leaders suggested in Seoul, there has to be a sort of 

deadline as he believes that some level of pressure has to be applied to delegates to get things moving in 2011. Like he 

said “there is no alternative if we are serious about concluding the Round.” 

 

Geneva Watch is published by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,  
Egg Farmers of Canada, Turkey Farmers of Canada and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers to report  
on the various events occurring in Geneva, particularly on the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
 
For more information or comments, please visit:  

www.dairyfarmers.ca, www.chicken.ca, www.eggs.ca, www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca, www.cbhema.com.  
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