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An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

Editorial: Opening Week  
Negotiators return to Geneva with a first week of technical discussions devoted to 
Market Access for Non Agricultural products (NAMA) although few are those who expect 

these talks to land any significant breakthroughs particularly as Members continue to block on 

the contentious issue of sectorals. The summer discussions between the US and emerging 

developing countries, in particular India, have not permitted to unlock the stalemate. Brazil is 

still unwilling to open its chemical and machinery sectors to competition especially now that it 

is entering the final phase of its presidential election. Same story for China although seen as a 

potential winner in the electronic goods sector, the Chinese are unlikely to rush into signing an 

understanding with the US especially with the latter already pressing on its currency exchange 

rate practices.   
 

G-5 + Brainstorming 
Key WTO Ambassadors including the G-5 (US, EU, Brazil, India and China) have undertaken 

brainstorming sessions in order to create several small groups comprising of 15 to 20 countries 

that will tackle all topics under Doha negotiations including NAMA, Agriculture, and Services. 
 

A first meeting involving roughly 20 ambassadors took place the afternoon of September 13 to 

craft some 11 small groups of countries each representing various Doha sensitivities, informed 

sources say.  Perceived as critical for the completion of the round, members of the G-5 were 

included in all newly created small groups.  

 

 It was reported that Canada’s ambassador to the WTO, John Gero, has been designated to chair the group that will tackle 

agriculture issues. Along with Canada, the group will be composed of countries that are particularly active in the 

agriculture discussion such as Cairns group, ACP and G-10 members. The agriculture small group is composed of 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Burkina Faso, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, the EU, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Korea, 

Mauritius, South Africa, Switzerland, Thailand, Uruguay, and the US
1
.  

The agriculture group is expected to hold its first meeting the week of October 4. Though, few are those who actually 

believe that it will be capable of narrowing exciting differences. It is believed that the group will only exchange ideas on 

how to resolve some of the remaining outstanding issues without actually going into details, one delegate said. The official 

claimed that all the technical negotiations will still remain under the leadership of outgoing agriculture negotiation 

chairman, David Walker.  
 

The aim of these groups is to prepare for the November 11-13 G-20 Summit in Seoul. As such, each of them will have to 

complete a first round of discussion before the October 12-13 General Council meeting.   
 

NAMA Week 
The WTO negotiating group on Market Access for Non Agricultural products (NAMA) is the first group to resume its 

consultations following the long summer break observed by delegates. As it has been the case in the last few months, the 

emphasis is said to be put on the issue Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs).  
 

In this first open-ended session since the summer break, the chair, Ambassador Luzius Wassescha, has asked members to 

report on any development that has since taken place since their last meeting in July and to also consider any new 

documents produced since then.  
____________________ 
1
 NAMA group is chaired by Mauritius and includes the Australia, Argentina, Canada, Japan, South Africa, the US, the EU, Brazil, India, Korea, 

Mexico, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Chile, Egypt, Colombia, and Bangladesh. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 NAMA Week, September 20, 2010 

 Agriculture Consultations, Week of September 27, 2010 

 General Council, Oct. 12-13, Dec.14-15, 2010 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, September 23, November 18-19, 2010 

 G-20 Summit, November 11-13, 2010 Seoul, (South Korea) 

 OECD Global Forum on Agriculture, November 29-30, 2010, Paris (France) 
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The week is expected to also feature bilateral and small group meetings organized by members to promote specific 

proposals or positions. Japan, for instance, has informally tabled ideas on how to deal with electronics goods tariffs as part 

of the sectoral discussion. 

 


