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Editorial: G-Unit No More? 
One and done? It’s hard to believe, but the newly formed G-5 seems to have quickly been put 

on hold, thus ending what was supposed to become a routine encounter among the five key 

WTO Members to keep the negotiations in constant motion. Rumours have it that the group will 

no longer meet, at least for the near future, as it is generally perceived that the talks would 

likely fly under the radar until the second G-20 meeting takes place in Seoul mid-November. 

That being said, as the old saying goes, the rumours of the G-5 demise may have been greatly 

exaggerated since it is almost inconceivable to see progress in the overall talks without some 

sort of advance agreement emerging from the small group consultations.      
  

Doha Not a High Priority in Toronto  
In a meeting in Berlin hosted by German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, on April 28

th
, the heads of 

several international institutions – International Monetary Fund, Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and Development, World Bank, World Trade Organization and International 

Labour Organization – brainstormed existing strategies from the current economic crisis that 

they said need to be internationally “coordinated as much as possible” in order to ensure a 

“lasting recovery” and a strengthening growth in the long term.  
 

As part of these strategies, the group reached out to WTO Members in what could be seen as a 

preview of what will come out of the G-20 leaders’ summit this June in Toronto. “[W]e appeal 

to all WTO partners to do all they can to ensure the success of the Doha Round and to strive for 

the adoption of modalities as soon as possible.” This because, “the potential of multilateral 

trade liberalization was not sufficiently realized as a means of contributing to global economic 

recovery,” the statement said.  

 
Trade observers noted the fact that the group distanced itself from setting a new deadline to secure modalities, instead calling 

to reach it “as soon as possible”. There is no doubt that the deadline of 2010 to conclude the round as pledged by the G-20 at 

their Pittsburgh meeting last year is no longer possible. Yet, no one country wants to suggest an alternative date for the 

elusive modalities.  

 

Visiting Washington last week, Canadian Trade Minister, Peter Van Loan, whose government will host the first G-20 

summit of the year, stressed that Canada will be looking for G-20 leaders to strongly resist implementing protectionist 

measures. But as far as Doha is concerned, the minister appeared less optimistic only claiming that “there was a stock-taking 

exercise last month in Geneva in which all the countries participating assessed that success was not likely imminent, but we 

should continue with the process as best we could, and I think that summarizes it in a realistic way.”  

 

G-5 Meeting  

Meeting in Paris, the G-5 (The U.S., the EU, Brazil, India, and China) were reportedly unable to find a breakthrough to 

provide some momentum to the negotiations. One official participating in the meeting claimed that nothing new came out of 

the gathering, only that the group has no plans to meet again in a near future. This opinion was shared by the United States, 

even though they are at the origin of the creation of this new group which was to address the Americans’ search for 

additional market access into emerging developing countries to “balance” the December 2008 draft modalities texts. 

 

It all rests now on agriculture chairman, David Walker’s shoulders to provide clarity on the way forward with the 

negotiations on May 17
th
, when he will continue his consultations on "issues bracketed or otherwise annotated" in the 

December 2008 drafts. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 Agriculture consultations (templates), May 3, 17, 18 and 21, 2010  

 General Council, May 5-6, July 29-30, Oct. 6-7, Dec.14-15, 2010 

 2010 OECD Forum May 26-27, 2010, Paris (France) 

 APEC Trade Ministers Meeting, June 5-6, 2010, Sapporo, (Japan) 

 OECD Global Forum on Trade, June 8-9, 2010, Paris (France) 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, June 10-11, September 16-17, November 18-19, 2010 

 G-20 Summit, June 26-27, 2010, Toronto (Canada) 

 WTO Public Forum, September 15-17, 2010 

 G-20 Summit, November 11-12, 2010 Seoul, (South Korea) 

 OECD Global Forum on Agriculture, November 29-30, 2010, Paris (France) 
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