
Dear Parliamentarians,

Once again, the first week of February saw dairy farmers from provinces across
Canada in Ottawa for the Annual Policy Conference. From matters of international
trade, to the health and safety of Canadian consumers, dairy farmers remain commit-
ted to working hard to produce quality dairy products for Canadians, while maintain-
ing a viable dairy industry. Delegates and industry stakeholders heard from a variety of
Government representatives on policy issues of concern to Canada’s dairy industry. 

DDaaiirryy  RReesseeaarrcchh  CClluusstteerr::  DDaaiirryy  FFaarrmmeerrss  aanndd  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  PPaarrttnneerr  ffoorr  EExxcceelllleennccee  aanndd
IInnnnoovvaattiioonn

Dairy farmers always welcome the
chance to hear from Minister of
Agriculture Gerry Ritz, who took the
opportunity to announce the Dairy
Research Cluster, an investment of $10
Million in innovative dairy research and
important food safety initiatives. 

Dairy producers will be contributing an
additional $3 million, making a total of
$11.7 million to be invested in research
into the health and nutritional benefits
of dairy products and their sustainable
production, including a Life Cycle
Analysis of dairy products and improv-
ing systems for dairy cattle health and
welfare. 

Dairy farmers know that just like them, Canadian consumers are looking for healthy,
nutritious products when they go to the grocery store. This investment will further the
commitment to excellence Canadian dairy farmers strive for in ensuring Canadians
continue to receive dairy products that meet these needs, and produce them in a social-
ly, economically and environmentally sound manner, which Canadians can be proud of. 
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The DFC Executive (from left to right) Vice-
President Ron Maynard (PEI), Vice-President Wally
Smith (BC), Vice-President Marcel Groleau (QC),
DFC President Jacques Laforge and Vice-President
Ron Versteeg (ON), join Minister Ritz in a toast, of
100% Canadian Milk and Chocolate Milk, toward
the Dairy Research Cluster



Under this research cluster, Dairy Farmers of Canada will bring together the best scien-
tific and technological expertise available in universities and research institutions
across Canada, to address the two main themes of innovation in nutrition and health,
and sustainable development.

The information that exists as to the role dairy products play in healthy weight and
body composition as well as cardiovascular health is positive, however much more
research is needed to establish  dairy products as being an essential part of a healthy
lifestyle.DFC will focus on identifying the health benefits associated with milk and
dairy products leading to adequate consumption and beneficial health outcomes for
the public with economic benefits to both the agricultural and health sectors in
Canada.  

Canadian dairy farmers are also working to
establish directives supporting the protection
of the environment through the principles of
sustainable development as it relates to cli-
mate change and dairy cattle longevity
through animal health and welfare. The devel-
opment of a Life Cycle Analysis of the
Canadian dairy chain will help identify poten-
tial innovation opportunities and possible best
practices that can reduce energy and resource
consumption to mitigate negative impacts and
sustain the industry economically, environmen-
tally and socially.

This Cluster will complement work undertaken in producer-led initiatives like the
Canadian Quality Milk Program and the Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of
Dairy Cattle, industry standards set for the care of dairy animals, as well as ensure the
competitiveness and viability of Canada’s dairy industry. 

An additional $995,000 will be invested in dairy producers’ Canadian Quality Milk pro-
gram for on-farm food safety practices. 

Together with the federal government and universities across the country, dairy farm-
ers will work to ensure a stronger dairy sector by delivering healthy, high quality dairy
products to Canadian consumers. It’s partnerships like these that stand behind our
products, symbolizing our commitment to make sure our milk is safe and sustainably
produced and remains a strong source of pride for all Canadians. 
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SSuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  SSuuppppllyy  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt

Canadian dairy farmers are as committed
as ever to providing Canadian consumers
with high-quality, safe and nutritious dairy
products made from 100% Canadian Milk,
and in fulfilling a leadership role in areas
such as food safety and innovation; made
possible by the existence of supply manage-
ment in Canada’s dairy industry.

That is why dairy farmers were pleased to
hear Minister Ritz refer to the dairy industry
as one of the cornerstone agricultural
movements in this country; dairy is respon-
sible for generating more than $5 billion dol-
lars in revenue at the farm gate, more than
$13 billion dollars for Canada’s GDP and
over 160,000 jobs across Canada.

It is for this reason that supply management must continue to be recognized as an
essential business risk management program in Canadian agriculture policy frame-
work.

As we all know, 2009 was a devastating year internationally for dairy producers and
other agriculture groups, who were faced with extreme price volatility on the world
market and record losses. Fortunately, dairy farmers in Canada were able to weather
the economic storm and remain competitive and innovative. This level of stability and
viability is directly attributable to supply management.
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Graph from the International Farm Comparison Network
(IFCN) showing Canadian dairy farmers’ stable and compet-
itive position in the world dairy situation.

DFC Vice-President Marcel Groleau and the new
Minister of International Trade Peter Van Loan enjoy-
ing some “100% Canadian Milk” Chocolate Milk from
the Dairy Goodness Centre
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Minister Ritz’s assurances of the Government’s continuous support for supply man-
agement in international trade negotiations, bilaterally or multilaterally, as well as
Canadian Agriculture Negotiator, Gilles Gauthier’s message that his mandate includes
the defense of the interest of supply management in these negotiations are  essential
in the defense and maintenance of supply management for the Canadian dairy indus-
try. 

Dairy farmers will continue to work with Government and Parliament to ensure that
these government assurances include a set of effective import control measures and
WTO-compliant programs that ensure the framework for fair returns to producers,
support dairy research and innovation and promote dairy products made from
Canadian milk. 

Canadian dairy farmers continue to thank the Government, and all parliamentarians,
for recognizing their role as an essential partner in the defense and maintenance of
supply management for the Canadian dairy industry and for their support of Canadian
dairy farming families. This important partnership means dairy farmers can continue
to meet domestic demand with Canadian-produced milk through a strong supply man-
agement system, a system so vital to the economies of seven out of ten provinces in
Canada.

LLaabbeelllliinngg  aanndd  FFoooodd  SSaaffeettyy

Dairy Farmers of Canada makes it a priority to be continuously aware of and respond-
ing to the priorities and concerns of consumers. With Canadian consumers becoming
ever-increasingly focused on health and nutrition, food safety and the origin of their
food, DFC is working hard to help Canadians address these concerns through its many
marketing and nutrition programs as well by addressing the need for policies protect-
ing consumers. 

These efforts would be futile without collaboration and input on policies and programs
advanced by Agriculture and Agri-food Canada (AAFC), the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) and Health Canada, to ensure dairy farmers are meeting the demands
of Canadian consumers.

As part of these ongoing consultations, DFC invited representatives from Health
Canada and the CFIA to participate at the Annual Policy Conference by presenting on
a variety of priority topics for dairy farmers and the Government.

To see the vital role dairy plays in Canada’s economy, please visit
http://www4.agr.gc.ca/resources/prod/doc/info/pdf/14527_Brochure_eng.pdf
to see a map of Canada showing the top commodities by province and territory,
with dairy listed in seven out of ten. This map is from a publication entitled
Agriculture: Farming, food and much more... put out by Agriculture and Agri-food
Canada in 2009.



Dr. Samuel Godefroy, Director General of the Food Directorate of Health Canada was
invited to discuss key priorities at Health Canada including risk management strate-
gies, Natural Health Products (NPHs), food fortification, and safeguarding vulnerable
individuals from food borne risks. 

Of particular interest to Dairy Farmers of Canada, was Dr. Godefroy’s statement that
he adamantly believes that raw milk sales are illegal and that the availability of raw
milk is a danger to Canadians. DFC supports regulations prohibiting the marketing of
raw milk, and with the exception of raw milk cheeses, DFC supports the legislation in all
provinces and at the federal level that requires pasteurization of raw milk. 

Johanne Beaulieu, Director of the Consumer Protection Division of the CFIA also spoke
to DFC delegates. Ms. Beaulieu explained that the ongoing priority of CFIA is to protect
consumers and ensure the credibility of Canada’s food safety system. Among the prior-
ity topics of CFIA for dairy was the Food Safety Action Plan (FSAP) traceability, high-
lighted ingredients and labelling. 

DFC knows that accurate labelling of food products allows consumers to make
informed choices of the foods they eat, and, in general, good labelling practices con-
tribute to good health and nutrition. From labelling of organic foods to health claims,
labelling continues to play an important role in contributing to consumer knowledge of
the foods they consume. 

For that reason, DFC strongly believes in the development of policies which support
clear labeling practices and the protection of dairy terminology on food labels.  

Dairy Farmers of Canada looks forward to continued collaborations with these depart-
ments and agencies in order to fulfill their role in the well-being of Canadians.
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Besides calcium, milk products contain up to 16 essential nutrients that work to 

keep your body healthy: protein that helps build body tissue like muscles, plus 

riboflavin and zinc which are factors in energy metabolism… and so much more! getenough.ca

Don’t deprive yourself. To make sure you’re 

getting all the benefits of milk products, visit

Themajorityof Canadians aren’t gettingenoughmilkproductseveryday.

Are you getting

enough?

The DFC “Get Enough” campaign encourages Canadians to consume the rec-
ommended servings of Milk and Alternatives according to Canada’s Food
Guide, which the majority of Canadians do not get everyday.



DDFFCC UUPPDDAATTEE  iiss  aa  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  DDaaiirryy  FFaarrmmeerrss  ooff  CCaannaaddaa

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccoonnttaacctt::

Dairy Farmers of Canada is holding its annual reception April
20th at the Chateau Laurier in Ottawa. This year, the theme will
be “100% Canadian Milk: A Source of Pride from Farm to Table”.
Along with the opportunity to meet with dairy producers from
across Canada, DFC will be showcasing many of its programs
and marketing and nutritional campaigns.

The highlight of the reception will be the 2009 Canadian Cheese
Grand Prix winners, which will be served, along with a variety of
recipes developed in collaboration with Fairmont Hotels, featur-
ing 100% Canadian Milk.

Please reserve the date in your calendars. Invitations will be sent
out early April. 

DFC looks forward to seeing you all there!

SSAAVVEE  TTHHEE  DDAATTEE!!

Rosemary MacLellan
Assistant Director, Government Relations
rosemary.maclellan@dfc-plc.ca
(613) 236-9997 x. 2772

Elizabeth Cork
Communications Coordinator, Policy

elizabeth.cork@dfc-plc.ca
(613) 236-9997 x.2760


