
 1

 

Vol. 9, Issue no. 43,  
November 27, 2009 

 
Charles Akande, Editor 

An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

Editorial: No Doha Drama This Time 
As Ministers prepare to invade Geneva for three days of ministerial conference, it has become 
almost certain that no negotiations of substance will be taking place during the gathering. 
WTO’s Director General Pascal Lamy simply wants ministers to provide clarity and guidance 
on “how they see engagement in the Doha negotiations post-December.” Thus, observers 
expect a flurry of statements calling for the conclusion of the Round in 2010 – whether that 
remains realistic or not. Above all, the true objective of this ministerial gathering is to portray 
the WTO as one efficient and well-functioning organization. For that, Lamy needs to hold a 
successful meeting that is free of controversy, which by extension also means avoiding the 
Doha Development Agenda (DDA). 
 
Senior Officials Meeting 
The second senior officials meeting (SOM) ended without any text-based negotiations taking 
place as was previously suggested by WTO’s Director General Pascal Lamy. Each 
negotiating group chair, meanwhile, provided an update of where their respective discussion 
stands. Generally speaking, Lamy claimed that “progress has been made on a range of 
technical issues across the board, even if for the moment we have not seen closing gaps in so-
called “big ticket items”, which will need to be accelerated”.   
 
Lamy claimed that although the week has been a “timely and useful exercise” particularly 
with the 7th Ministerial Conference just around the corner, some work remains to be done if 
Members are to conclude negotiations by next year.  
 
Lamy went on to describe what is at stake in each area under negotiations, including Services, 
Rules, and NAMA where some incremental progress was made on  non-trade barriers (NTBs) 
but none on sectorals or country-specific flexibilities – namely Argentina, South Africa and 
Venezuela.  
 
In Agriculture, Lamy expects the chair, David Walker, to continue his technical consultations 
on several issues, including SSM, tariff simplification and the ongoing work between 
delegations involved in the tropical products and preference erosion discussion. Ambassador 
Walker is also expected to develop a workplan for the New Year. 
His overall assessment of the week was that Members wanted to “keep the negotiating 
machine moving, including with the regular involvement of Senior Officials.” In effect, 
officials who attended the November 26th Green Room chaired by Lamy said senior officials 
recognized that the slow pace in the technical discussion has not allowed the talks to move 
forward. They suggested leaving decisions on Doha to another stage, most likely for the last 
SOM scheduled to take place the week of December 14 thus confirming, at the same time, 
that no negotiations of substance will be taking place on the sidelines of the upcoming 
Ministerial Conference (MC7).  
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Upcoming Events 
 

• 7th WTO Ministerial Conference, November 30–December 2, 2009 
• Senior Officials Meeting (SOM), December 14-16 
• General Council, December 17-18, 2009 
• World Economic Forum, January 27-31, 2010 
• G-20 Summit, June 2010 
• Regular Agriculture Committee, March 11-2, June 10-11, September 16-17, November 18-19, 2010 
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Lamy himself stressed that unlike previous Ministerial Conferences this (MC7) meeting will not be a DDA negotiating 
session, “but rather a chance for Ministers to reflect on all elements of our work, exchange ideas and extend guidance on the 
best way forward in the years to come.”  
 


