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An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

Progress Recorded on Bali Package, But Work Remains  
After two weeks of intensive Room E consultations involving about 50 delegations, WTO Director  

General Roberto Azevedo convened an informal trade negotiations committee meeting on  

September 23 to debrief the full Membership on the state-of-play in the Bali Package.  

 

The group tackled all three pillars of the Bali package – agriculture (which include public  

stockholding for food security; TRQ administration and export competition); trade facilitation;  

and development issues. Members are said to be very engaged in the discussion and are in  

“solution-finding mode.”  

 

“If we keep this mood and attitude in the upcoming weeks, I believe Bali will be within reach,”  

said Azevedo. However, the talks, which also involved senior officials brought in from the capitals  

to tackle political issues, are far from being completed – as some areas of the three pillars proved to  

be difficult. This is the case of trade facilitation, seen as the centrepiece of the package, but which  

features areas such as customs co-operation, where discussions on text have yet to start.  

  

“To break up the blockages in those areas (…) we need the proponents to come up with really improved  

proposals, manageable proposals, and opponents to equally move towards the middle ground,” said Azevedo on  

Monday.   

 

In the area of agriculture, the consultations on the G-33 proposal on food security have somewhat progressed toward what 

Azevedo described as a “possible interim solution.” In effect, Members agreed to explore a due restraint provision as a 

temporary answer to the problem of food security. Members will now focus their work on different elements associated with 

this temporary solution, including the duration of the clause, its coverage, how transparent will it be in terms of reporting and 

monitoring, whether to make it legally binding or not, and which safeguards might be appropriate to implement in order to 

minimize distorting effects. In addition, Members will also have to discuss the longer-term solution which will be part of the 

post-Bali programme. 

 

“Common ground on some concepts is beginning to emerge, but very intense work is still needed in the coming weeks,” 

Azevedo said with respect to food security. Members also seem to agree on a declaration/communiqué that would recognize the 

need for developing countries to have public stockholding and food aid programs that would further be addressed after the 

MC9. 

 

In the other agriculture areas, the talks have not progressed as much. Export subsidies seem to be a tough sale as the U.S. and 

EU continue to oppose a 50% cut in their support, as required by the G-20, and this even though the use of export subsidies has 

diminished significantly lately.  Azevedo suggest that Members focus on “some type of engagement to maintain this positive 

trend.”  

 

On the issue of TRQ administration, Azevedo said his hope is to see this concluded as quickly as possible so Members can 

focus on more complex issues. “This is a simple and straightforward proposal that most Members tend to find well-calibrated 

and achievable,” he told the full Membership.  

 

Next steps 

Mr. Azevedo plan to start another intensive room E consultation at the ambassadorial level, which will end on September 27. 

All three pillars of the Bali package will be tackled. Azevedo will then leave it to the chairs of the negotiating group to continue 

the negotiations while he is away to attend meetings in Bali (APEC Summit) and in Washington (World Bank and IMF 

meeting). The objective remains to complete the main part of the Bali package by the end of October.  
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Upcoming Events  

 

 Informal TNC, September 30, 2013  

 WTO Public Forum, October 1–3, 2013  

 Deadline for Bali Package, October 31, 2013  

 TPP Chief Negotiators Meeting, October 1-8, Bali  (Indonesia)   

 APEC Leaders’ Summit, October 1–8, 2013, Bali (Indonesia) 

 General Council, Oct. 8-9, Nov. 5-6, 2013  

 WTO 9
th
 Ministerial Conference (MC9), December 3–6, 2013, Bali (Indonesia)  
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TPP Chief Negotiators Discuss Bali’s Statement  
Chief negotiators for the 12 Trans-Pacific Partnership countries – Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, Japan, 

Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, the United States, and Vietnam – met in Washington D.C. on  

September 18–21 to continue their discussion on various chapters of the negotiations and to prepare for ministers and leaders 

meeting in Bali on the margins of the Asia-Pacific Economic cooperation summit early October. There, the 12 countries will 

discuss the way forward with the TPP and when they plan to conclude the talks. A status report on the state-of-play in the TPP 

negotiations will be handed to president Obama and other TPP leaders who have urged negotiators to complete the talks by the 

end of this year. 

 

In Washington, the group tackled various chapters such as customs, telecommunications, sanitary and phytosanitary issues, 

technical barriers to trade, cross border services, and labor. The negotiating groups on market access for goods and government 

procurement also met in Washington.  Intersessional meetings are expected to continue the week of September 23 on 

investment, financial services, environment, intellectual property and rules of origin. 
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