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Dear Parliamentarians, 

Dairy farmers are ready to hit the ground running in 2013, looking forward to the new Growing 
Forward 2 programs helping further our research goals. We are also moving forward with our 
own proAction Initiative at the farm level to strive for excellence in food safety, animal welfare 
and sustainability. Our goal is to have a strong, innovative and forward-looking Canadian dairy 
industry as the country celebrates its 150th birthday in 2017. 

Canadian dairy is research is not just cows and carbon footprints, it’s also nutrition and people for a 
healthy world. We were proud to partner with the federal government under the 1st Dairy Research 
Cluster. Together, we invested $12 million for human nutrition and health, and sustainable dairy 
production. We are already working on the priorities and project areas for the next phase, with the 
interests of all Canadians a high priority of the Dairy Cluster under Growing Forward 2.  

Dairy farmers are committed to the continued improvement of supply management to ensure it keeps serving the interests of 
Canadians. We believe that increasing the flexibility in our system would not only improve the marketing of milk in Canada, 
but also ensure a sustainable future for both farmers and processors, and other industry stakeholders. 

We appreciate the continued support from the Government and Parliamentarians for a system that has served and will 
continue to serve Canadians well for years to come. 

We are Canadian dairy farmers and we are proud that our sector is one of the top two agriculture commodities in seven out 
of 10 provinces. It will be a pleasure to further discuss our dynamic, resourceful and forward Canadian dairy industry at our 
upcoming Annual Dairy Policy Conference. 

Sincerely,

 

Save the Date! DFC’s Annual Dairy Policy Conference

The 2013 Annual Dairy Policy Conference will be held the first week of February in 
Ottawa, under theme “Canadian Dairy: Dynamic, Resourceful, Forward.” Again this year, 
the conference will bring together farm leaders, industry stakeholders and government 
officials from across the country and provides a forum for all stakeholders to discuss issues 
of importance to the dairy industry. 

Dairy farmers look forward to meeting with you during the week to share our plan for a 
strong and dynamic Canadian dairy industry.

February 5, 2013 is our Annual Lobby Day and President’s Reception. 

President Wally Smith
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CETA and TPP: Trade Matters

DFC continues to pay close attention to the Canada-Europe Comprehensive Union Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA) and Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations.

DFC is present in New Zealand for the TPP Round that is taking place from December 3-14th in Auckland, 
New Zealand.  This is the first session where Canada will be a participant in the talks. 

On Canada-Europe talks, two specific areas that are still on the table, market access and geographical 
indications (GIs), could have significant negative impacts for the Canadian dairy sector. It is reported that 
the Europeans continue to seek increased access to the Canadian cheese market. Understanding that, DFC 
remains confident that the Canadian Government continues to firmly oppose any concessions in this area, 
and maintains its position on and commitment to defending supply management both domestically and 
internationally.

It is important to reflect on the facts – the Canadian government has successfully negotiated several trade 
agreements, all the while maintaining its sensitive domestic interests with dairy and supply management.

DFC  will continue to closely monitor the talks and oppose any proposals that could negatively affect the 
Canadian dairy supply management system, which is central to maintaining the prosperity and viability 
of the Canadian dairy industry.

Since the lauch of the Farmers’ Voice blog in July 2012, Canadian dairy farmers continue to share their 
stories. Browse the blog for an insider perspective on subjects that matter to farmers. 

Here is an extract from a recently posted blog by Ontario farmer Andy Cavanagh, about Canada’s efficient 
dairy industry. 

We Are Efficient! 

“Buying quota is a long-term investment. Gordon Ritchie, in an October article, argues – like a number 
of other critics - that dairy farmers receive lucrative pricing for milk causing consumers to pay too much. 
In Canada, dairy, poultry and egg farmers don’t look for government handouts, aid, or other programs 
to subsidize or offset costs that are beyond our control. The same cannot always be said for other 
farmers or countries. So in return, we only ask for our government support and backing for a very self-
sufficient industry. The milk industry has allowed many sectors to prosper. Without the dairy industry in 
agriculture, I wonder what our agricultural-backed economy from farm spinoff would be like?”

http://www.dairyfarmers.ca/farmers-voice
http://www.dairyfarmers.ca/farmers-voice/farm-policy/we-are-efficient
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For information: 
Avaleigh Eastman

Government Relations Coordinator
Government Relations and Strategic Communications

avaleigh.eastman@dfc-plc.ca
                                                                                                                                        

Émilie Jadot
Communications Coordinator

Government Relations and Strategic Communications
emilie.jadot@dfc-plc.ca

Dairy Farmers of Canada
21 Florence

Ottawa (Ontario)  K2P 0W6 
Tel.: (613) 236-9997
Twitter: @dfc_plc

Best Wishes for the Festive Season

With the festive season right around the corner, dairy farmers would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for supporting the dairy industry again this year! 

Cheeses made from 100% Canadian milk are a great addition to celebrations! 
www.allyouneedischeese.ca
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