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An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

TPP Members Target Single Undertaking, Remain at Different Stages 

in Different Chapters  

The TPP chief negotiators claimed to have progressed on all 29 chapters under negotiation by 

focusing their efforts on “resolving outstanding issues where possible and narrowing differences 

on those that still need work”. However they have not been able to close any new chapters. 

 

“We are at different stages in different chapters. In some chapters we are virtually close, in other 

chapters we have additional work to do and we are committed to do that as quickly as we can,” 

said U.S. chief negotiator, Barbara Weisel.  

 

In Leesburg, the nine TPP member countries (Australia, Brunei, Chile, Malaysia, New Zealand, 

Peru, Singapore, the U.S. and Vietnam) have discussed a wide range of chapters, including 

market access, customs, rules of origin, technical barriers to trade, sanitary and phytosanitary 

standards, cross border services, telecommunications and government procurement but progress 

on the most controversial issues has not been recorded.  

 

Various proposals on the table are still being analyzed and countries are testing their impact their 

respective economy. This is the case of Vietnam, Singapore and Malaysia, whose chief 

negotiators have expressed concerns with respect to the U.S. proposal on state-owned enterprises 

(SOEs). They said the proposal tabled last May is “quite far-reaching” as it targets the entity 

instead of aiming at disciplining the anti-competitive behavior of SOEs. All three countries have 

numerous SOEs that operate like commercial enterprises. 

  

The U.S., for its part, expressed its discomfort with the addition of export competition in the talks as requested by both 

Australia and New Zealand. “We are going to reflect on the discussions that were held here and have discussions with the 

appropriate stakeholders and members of Congress on this,” Weisel said, adding that the U.S. position on this issue has been 

clear: “it is extremely sensitive for us and not an issue we are inclined to address in this negotiation. Nonetheless, it is an issue 

of interest to parties around the table, so we will all reflect on the discussions here as they reflect on the issues that are of 

priority to us,” Weisel stressed. 

 

The United States Trade Representative (USTR) is also discussing, internally, submissions provided by U.S. industry on the 

anti-competitive nature of Fonterra, New Zealand’s dairy cooperative. “We are continuing discussion on that issue and we 

have not come to any conclusion at this point,” Weisel said.  

 

Some of the market access issues have been dealt with on a bilateral basis. It is believed that the more sensitive issues will be 

tackled toward the end of the negotiations.  

 

Even though the nine countries continue to talk about “full liberalization” and putting all tariffs on the table, observers believe 

it is unlikely that the U.S. will agree to slash its dairy and sugar tariffs when the negotiations come to an end. 

 

As anticipated, after 10 days of negotiations, the 9 countries have not been in position to formally announce groundbreaking 

progress or close any additional chapters, like they did during the Round XII held in Dallas last May. Negotiators have 

nevertheless agreed to continue their discussion on all the issues until everything is closed, effectively moving toward a single 

undertaking; i.e. that nothing in the negotiations is closed until everything is closed.  
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Upcoming Events 

 

 WTO Public Forum, September 24–26, 2012 

 WTO General Council, October 3-4, December 19-20, 2012 

 Trade Facilitation Negotiating Group, October 8–12, 2012 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, November 14-15, 2012 

 TPP Round XV, December 3–12, 2012, Auckland (New Zealand) 

 

Vol. 12, Issue no. 29, September 17, 2012 

 

 

Geneva Watch is published by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,  
Egg Farmers of Canada, Turkey Farmers of Canada and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers to report  
on the various events occurring in Geneva, particularly on the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
 

For more information or comments, please visit:  

www.dairyfarmers.ca, www.chicken.ca, www.eggs.ca, www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca, www.cbhema.com.    

  
Legal Deposit: National Library of Canada, ISSN 1496-9254 

 

 

Competition from ASEAN + 6? 
On the sidelines of the APEC meeting in Vladivostok, ASEAN member countries (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam) along with Australia, China, 

India, Japan, South Korea and New Zealand announced that they will launch a new regional free trade agreement – the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) – sometime in November, 2012. 

 

Observers believe the RCEP may put pressure on TPP members and particularly the U.S. to accelerate the process in 

order to bring the agreement to a close. In Leesburg, chief negotiators were quick to describe the RCEP as a 

“complementary asset” to the TPP. However, observers believe this new FTA may provide fierce competition to the 

TPP where the U.S. is the single biggest target, whereas the RCEP, which sources say originates from the talks between 

China, Japan and South Korea, includes fastest growing Asian countries and may become China’s response to the U.S. 

which according to some officials, deliberately kept China out of the TPP. Indeed, to be able to join the RCEP, a country 

must have an existing FTA with ASEAN countries, one source say. 

 

In a statement – “Trade Ministers’ Report to Leaders” – released on September 9, TPP Trade Ministers have directed 

their negotiating teams “to continue discussions with other Asia-Pacific partners that have expressed interest in joining 

the TPP in order to facilitate their possible future participation.”  

 

Next Round 
Round XV of the TPP negotiations will be held in Auckland, New Zealand from December 3–12, 2012. Both Mexico 

and Canada will join the group as the current countries are expected to conclude their domestic procedures in early 

October – most likely October 8, 2012, according to various sources. There will be no formal intersessionals organized 

between Leesburg and Auckland, officials said. However, this will provide an opportunity to both Mexico and Canada to 

access the texts and engage with the other TPP members to catch up on where the negotiations currently stand. 
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