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An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

OECD Mini-Ministerial 
Key WTO trade ministers met in Paris on May 23

rd
 on the sidelines of the May 22–24 OECD  

(Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development) Ministerial Council Meeting to  

discuss the state of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA). Countries present at the meeting  

(Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, the EU, Japan, India, Israel, Lesotho, Mauritius,  

New Zealand, Norway, South Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, Turkey, and the U.S.) agreed to  

look at the round and the linkages between the different negotiating areas so that members could  

bring to completion some of the more important issues sooner, rather than later, and instead of  

waiting for a “grand bargain” to appear, said the host, Australia’s minister for trade and  

competitiveness, Craig Emerson.  

 

The discussion focused on the need to ease least developing countries’ (LDCs) accession to the WTO, 

 but also trade facilitation (TF), an area with huge potential to help developing countries integrate into  

global supply chains as well as attracting investment and advancing development,” according to U.S.  

Trade Representative (USTR), Ron Kirk. 

 

The group also discussed the need to expand the information technology agreement (ITA) an area, “where high  

tariffs are keeping some countries out of the global production chain,” and pursued work on services liberalization  

by exploring the concept of a services plurilateral agreement where “tremendous benefits can be shared by expanding 

services market access and developing new, internationally agreed rules and standards,” the USTR added.  

 
Priority to Trade Facilitation and LDC Accession 

The group brainstormed how to ensure that developing countries and particularly LDCs have sources of job creation, especially 

in the context of a continued economic slowdown highlighted by the EU’s quasi recession. This has led to the decision – based 

on the review of progress achieved thus far – to do “anything possible” to bring the LDC accession package to a successful 

agreement before the summer break as promised at last year’s 8
th
 Ministerial Conference (MC8). 

 

There was a high level of agreement to make TF a priority and continue to remove the disputed areas in the text and not link it 

to other areas of the DDA negotiations, as agreed at MC8.  

 

TF has long been touted as beneficial to both developed and developing countries alike, in terms of growth and poverty 

reduction. In Paris, ministers and ambassadors went into technical discussion on what is needed to complete the TF negotiation, 

which is estimated to constitute 44% of the total value of a successful Doha Round. Of that, ⅔ of the benefits would be created 

in developing countries (including LDCs,) due to simplified processes and custom procedures, which in turn would reduce 

costs for producers who are relying on imported inputs to produce their goods. 

 

“I will say we are nearly there but there are prospects for moving in the short term on TF and on the LDC accession which 

marching orders are very, very clear and I hope that the clarity which appears this morning will be replicated in Los Cabos [G-

20 Summit],” WTO Director General Pascal Lamy said. “Not that the rest of the round is left aside, but that there is this low 

hanging fruit that could happen so that we create some momentum on the negotiations,” he continued.  

 
“The overwhelming majority of the body understands the practical implication of the decision we’ve made at our ministerial in 

December [MC8] is that we have to do things differently,” USTR Ron Kirk reminded. “As attractive as it might be for some to 

continue to draw a link between the progress on one issue to others that they considered important” will not lead anywhere, the 

USTR asserted in what can be interpreted as a direct jab to emerging economies (Brazil, India, China and South Africa) who 

continue to oppose an agreement on issues on a stand-alone basis. “Let’s make progress where we can,” Kirk said.  

 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vol. 12, Issue no. 18, May 25, 2012 

 

One of those issues where there is a universally desire to make progress on is LDC accession, the USTR affirmed. 

Although not included in the DDA mandate, a deal on LDC accession can demonstrate that Members came together to 

do something that they haven’t done the last 10 years i.e. reach an agreement on a topic under negotiations.  

 

Canada’s trade minister, Ed Fast concurred. There is “a very significant majority consensus that in fact we do need to 

move forward in finding deliverables that re-affirm the relevancy of the WTO as the preeminent forum within which 

rules based trading takes place.” 

 

Fast also talked of work that has been done on exchange rate; “another area that we can perhaps make progress on in 

terms of moving ahead, whether it’s included into the Doha round or outside of it,” he said.   

 

Canada is a midst of the most ambitious pro-trade plan in its history and recognizes that a “strong effective multilateral 

trading system is critical” to its success, the Canadian minister stated.  

 

“I reasserted that position earlier in our informal meeting that the role of the WTO, as essentially being the tool under 

which rule-based trading takes place, is critical to the long term success the global economy,” he declared. 

 

“We need to focus on what we can do, at least on the short term.” Canada supports new approaches including small 

group discussions (such as the services plurilateral discussion) and is very pleased that negotiators have begun exploring 

new initiatives and progressed in the area of TF. 

 

“Trade facilitation is a true win-win for all countries and particularly it benefits small and medium sized enterprises in 

LDCs. “These are all great opportunities to breathe fresh life into the round to get countries working together and (…)  

to renew people’s faith in the multilateral trading system,” Fast said. 

Upcoming Events 
 

 APEC Ministers Responsible for Trade, June 4-5, 2012, Kazan (Russia) 
 CETA, Week of June 4, 2012, Ottawa,  week of July 15 (TBC) September, 2012 
 G-20 Summit, June 18-19, 2012, Los Cabos, Baja California Sur (México) 
 TPP Round XIII, Week of July 2, 2012, December (TBC)  
 Trade Facilitation Negotiating Group, July 9–12, 2012 
 WTO General Council, July 25-26, October 3-4, December 19-20, 2012 
 APEC Leaders Summit, September 2-9, 2012, Vladivostok (Russia) 
 Regular Agriculture Committee, September 20-21, November 14-15, 2012 
 WTO Public Forum, September 24–26, 2012 
 TPP Round XIV, September (TBC)  

 

 

 

Geneva Watch is published by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,  
Egg Farmers of Canada, Turkey Farmers of Canada and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers to report  
on the various events occurring in Geneva, particularly on the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
 

For more information or comments, please visit:  

www.dairyfarmers.ca, www.chicken.ca, www.eggs.ca, www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca, www.cbhema.com.    
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