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An overview of the WTO negotiations on agriculture 
 

Contentious Issues Left Aside 
Meetings involving WTO ambassadors this week did nothing to advance the MC8 agenda, as 

most contentious issues – such as the 2012 work program or plurilateral deals – were simply left 

outside the senior officials’ discussions.   

 

Officials said a little debate took place on tariff standstill, but without recording any significant 

progress. The U.S. and other developed countries continue to argue for an agreement on tariff 

standstill, as per the G-20 Declaration whereby countries will agree to freeze their tariffs at their 

current applied levels during this fragile economic period.  

 

Developing countries – and particularly emerging ones such as Brazil – vigorously opposed 

tariffs standstill, claiming that it limits their flexibility given the gap existing between their 

applied and bound rates, contrary to developed countries where applied levels are virtually 

similar to bound rates.  

 

Australia’s Doha Development Agenda Proposal  
An agreement on tariff standstill on existing protection was among a set of measures suggested 

by the Australian Trade Minister, Craig Emerson, to make the MC8 a successful event. 

 

In a September 30
th
 letter sent to WTO ministers, Emerson acknowledged that Doha is unlikely 

to be successfully completed using the current approach and suggested that Members agree on 

new plan by the time of the MC8. 

 

Emerson’s proposed new approach involves a staged arrangement:  

i. a set of measures to benefit least-developed countries (LDC). DFQF (duty-free quota-

free) could be listed among those measures  

ii. a continuation of Doha negotiating issues with early implementation where achievable; 

in other words, looking at how to fully exploit paragraph 47 of the Doha Declaration 

calling for early harvest/implementation in certain areas of the negotiations 

iii. the negotiation of selected agreements within the Doha Round and outside of Doha but 

in parallel with it (GPA, ITA, and 21
st
 century issues) 

 

The Australian Trade Minister calls on the G-20 leaders to play an important role in shaping the 

MC8 outcome by avoiding releasing another business as usual communiqué simply calling for a 

successful conclusion of the negotiations in a near future without providing any specific 

directions. This, he said, will be seen as a “confession of failure,” which could effectively 

happen if G-20 leaders decide to “put the Doha Round in the deep freezer,” Emerson wrote.      

 

Instead, Emerson calls leaders from both G-20 and APEC countries to help solidify his proposed 

staged approach by instructing their respective trade minister to effectively “deliver a set of 

measures in December, followed by further instalments towards a final deal, accompanied by an 

agreement not to increase protection along the way and a new approach to the negotiations,” he 

wrote urging trade ministers to find an opportunity to brainstorm the above options before the 

November 3-4 G-20 Summit in Cannes.  
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Upcoming Events 

 

 Trade Negotiations Committee, October 20, 2011 

 WTO General Council, October 21, December 1-2, 2011 

 G-20 Summit, November 3-4, 2011- Cannes (France) 

 APEC Ministerial Meeting, November 11, 2011 

 Regular Agriculture Committee, November 17, 2011, March 21-22; June 20-21, September 26-27, 2012  

 WTO Ministerial Conference (MC8), December 15–17, 2011  

Geneva Watch is published by Dairy Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,  
Egg Farmers of Canada, Turkey Farmers of Canada and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers to report  
on the various events occurring in Geneva, particularly on the WTO negotiations on agriculture. 
 

For more information or comments, please visit:  

www.dairyfarmers.ca, www.chicken.ca, www.eggs.ca, www.turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca, www.cbhema.com.  
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